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(57) ABSTRACT

A thermal distortion tester for testing thermal distortion of a
sand specimen, comprising a gimbal to support the sand
specimen, an actuator to raise and lower the sand specimen,
and a hot surface, wherein the sand specimen is brought into
contact with the hot surface at a pre-determined pressure or
pressure profile. The temperature of the hot surface is main-
tained at a pre-determined temperature or temperature pro-
file. The distortion of the sand specimen while applied to the
hot surface is directly measured through measurement of the
longitudinal movement of the gimbal, and radial distortion is
measured by a micrometer camera. The temperature gradient
of the sand specimen is also measured throughout the dura-
tion of the test. A method of using the same is also described
herein.

20 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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THERMAL DISTORTION TESTER

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. §119(e) to
U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 61/611,035, filed
Mar. 15, 2012, entitled “THERMAL DISTORTION
TESTER”, which is herein incorporated by reference in its
entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Bonded sand cores and molds, comprising sand and binder
systems, are an important part of metal casting technology.
Binder materials for use with sand cores and molds may
include chemical binders or clay binders. The behavior of the
sand and binder system when placed in contact with molten
metal is important for determining the quality of metal parts
cast using the bonded sand cores and molds. Additionally,
every year, foundry industry groups and companies spend
millions of dollars on refractory coatings for bonded sand
cores and molds. Refractory coatings have been used to aid in
surface finish improvements, and to reduce thermal expan-
sion defects such as veining and un-bonded sand defects such
as erosion.

Directional heating of bonded sand cores and molds gen-
erates anisotropic thermal gradients in the bonded sand com-
posite material. When the shaped sand composite comes into
contact with molten metal, the heat transferred from the mol-
ten metal to the sand composite causes thermo-chemical reac-
tions that result in dimensional changes in the sand composite
and thus the shape and size of the cores and molds. At any
given temperature, these dimensional changes or thermal dis-
tortions are attributable to simultaneous changes in both the
sand and the binder material.

In bonded sand systems, thermo-chemical reactions gen-
erally include the release of volatile materials, possible core
strengthening reactions from secondary curing, and core
weakening from pyrolysis. It is important to understand and
distinguish between thermo-mechanical distortions caused
by changes in the binder and thermo-mechanical distortions
caused by changes in the sand base. It is also important to
understand the likely behavior of the core or mold when
molten metal is poured over the mold.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

One aspect of the present invention includes a thermal
distortion tester, including a gimbal which has a top surface
that is adapted to support a sand specimen. A hot surface is
disposed above the gimbal. An actuator is operatively con-
nected to the gimbal to raise the gimbal until the sand speci-
men supportable thereon contacts the hot surface. The actua-
tor is adapted to apply a variable upwardly directed force to
press the sand specimen against the hot surface.

Another aspect of the invention includes a method of test-
ing thermal distortion of a sand specimen. The method
includes the steps of supporting a sand specimen, and bring-
ing the sand specimen into contact with a hot surface, wherein
the hot surface is set to a pre-determined temperature profile.
A pre-determined load is applied to the sand specimen, to
press it against the hot surface. The distortion of the sand
specimen is measured while the pre-determined load is
applied thereto.

Another aspect of the invention includes a method of test-
ing thermal distortion of a sand specimen, including the steps
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of supporting a sand specimen and bringing the sand speci-
men into contact with a hot surface. A pre-determined load is
applied to the sand specimen, to press it against the hot
surface. The load applied to the sand specimen is varied
during the test.

These and other features, advantages, and objects of the
present invention will be further understood and appreciated
by those skilled in the art by reference to the following speci-
fication, claims, and appended drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a plan view of one embodiment of a thermal
distortion tester;

FIG. 2 is an enlarged cross sectional view of one embodi-
ment of the sand specimen as placed in the thermal distortion
tester;

FIG. 3 is a top view of the hot surface and sand specimen
disc in position for carrying out a thermal distortion test; and

FIG. 4 is a plot of distortion versus time data collected in a
thermal distortion test.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

A thermal distortion tester (“TDT”’) 10 as described herein
can be used to study the strength and distortion of bonded
sand, with or without the refractory coatings, and to predict
the behavior of bonded sand and optional refractory coating
when it is incorporated into a sand core or mold. The TDT 10
described herein is suitable for measuring the thermo-me-
chanical behavior of refractory coated or uncoated sand sys-
tems using a disc-shaped specimen 12 of the sand system. The
TDT described herein is also suitable for on-site testing
where sand cores or molds are used, because it is robustly
designed and portable.

One embodiment of the TDT 10 as shown in FIG. 1 com-
prises a pivoting holder (gimbal) 14, an actuator 16 opera-
tively connected to gimbal 14 to raise and lower gimbal 14,
and a hot surface 18 located above gimbal 14, and preferably
centered above gimbal 14. A micrometer camera 20 is posi-
tioned to observe the radial expansion of sand specimen 12
during the test.

Gimbal 14 is adapted to hold various thicknesses of the
sand specimens 12. As shown in FIG. 2, gimbal 14 has a
raised edge 22 around its circumference which simple-sup-
ports sand specimen 12 about its circumference when sand
specimen 12 is placed thereon. The thickness of raised edge
22 is preferably about 1 mm, such that pressure is applied to
the outside 1 mm of sand specimen 12. Sand specimens 12,
and gimbal 14, preferably measure about 5.00 cm in diameter.
Sand specimen 12 preferably has a thickness of from about 3
mm to about 0.8 cm thick. The diameter and thickness of sand
specimen 12 can be varied, though when measurements relat-
ing to different sand and binder systems are being compared,
such comparison can benefit from the use of a standardized
diameter and thickness of sand specimen 12. Hot surface 18
preferably has a diameter which is smaller than the diameter
of the sand specimen 12, as shown in FIG. 3. Preferably, the
diameter of hot surface 18 is about 2.00 cm.

Actuator 16 is operatively connected to gimbal 14, to raise
and lower gimbal 14, such that the sand specimen 12 placed
thereon comes into contact with hot surface 18. The sand
specimen 12 is preferably brought into contact with the entire
hot surface 18. The pivoting action of gimbal 14 ensures that
when sand specimen 12 is raised to contact hot surface 18,
uniform, symmetrical pressure is applied across the top sur-
face of sand specimen 12. The variable positioning of actuator
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16, to raise sand specimen 12 into contact with hot surface 18
allows operators to test varying thicknesses of sand speci-
mens 12 to simulate various mold thicknesses. During a given
test, actuator 16 raises sand specimen 12 to press against hot
surface 18, and then actuator 16 maintains a predetermined
load against sand specimen 12 to press sand specimen 12
against hot surface 18. The predetermined load is preferably
chosen by the operator to represent the force of molten metal
pressing against the wall of a mold or core in the operation for
which the sand specimen 12 composition is being tested.
Different loading pressures simulate different metallostatic
pressures that might be encountered by a mold or core during
casting. Additionally, actuator 16 can apply varying pressure
to sand specimen 12 over time, to simulate pressure changes
that would be experienced by a mold or core during and after
the pouring of molten metal into the mold. The changing
pressure can be used to simulate changing head pressure
including during casting, including simulation of large mold
castings.

In addition to raising and lowering gimbal 14, actuator 16
simultaneously measures longitudinal distortion (in the
direction perpendicular to hot surface 18) and tracks the pres-
sure on sand specimen 12. Longitudinal distortion is directly
measured by measuring movement of actuator 16 required to
maintain the pre-determined load profile. Alternatively,
actuator 16 can be set at a fixed position, and can measure
varying loads created by sand specimen 12.

The temperature of hot surface 18 is controlled to maintain
a constant temperature or to follow a pre-determined tem-
perature profile throughout the test to simulate operating con-
ditions for a mold or core comprising the same type of sand
composition as sand specimen 12. An electronic resistance-
based system can be used to control the temperature of hot
surface 18. An induction furnace as a source of heat for hot
surface 18 is preferred over an electronic resistance-based
system, due to its repeatability and consistency. One method
of controlling the temperature of hot surface 12 is through use
of'a K-type thermocouple located at hot surface 18, connected
to a controller device or computer. TDT 10 preferably has a
hot surface 18 capable of maintaining various temperature
settings, so that TDT 10 can be used to simulate the effects of
various types of alloys, such as an interfacial temperature
between molten aluminum and a sand mold of about 700° C.
and an interfacial temperature between molten cast iron and a
sand mold of about 1000° C.

The duration ofthe thermal distortion test can be varied, for
example, to simulate the conditions expected to be encoun-
tered when a mold or core having the same composition as
sand specimen 12 is used in foundry operations. Preferably,
test time is sufficient to achieve steady state in terms of the
temperature of the interface between sand specimen 12 and
hot surface 18, to apply a consistent load-temperature to
specimen 12 and for reliable data collection to take place. In
one embodiment, the thermal distortion testing is carried out
at a specified load for about 3 minutes.

An IR sensor 24 may optionally be provided to measure the
temperature gradient formed longitudinally in the sand speci-
men 12 upon heating via contact with hot surface 18 during
the test. The IR sensor 24 measures the temperature gradient
throughout the entire length of the test, and can optionally
provide continuous monitoring of the temperature gradient.
Measuring temperature gradients in sand specimen 12 per-
mits measurement of heat dissipation properties and permits
correlation of these properties over time with longitudinal and
radial expansion and distortion.

The TDT preferably includes an electronic interface with a
computer, a computer, and a data acquisition system to con-
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trol and monitor the TDT and to plot graphs representing the
pressure, hot surface temperature, temperature gradients,
time and sand specimen distortions, such as radial and longi-
tudinal expansion and plastic distortion, collected by TDT 10
during the test. Such system preferably automatically logs
and plots at least one of the pressure, temperature, tempera-
ture gradient, and distortion parameters, versus time for each
test that is run.

To measure and plot distortion, any downward movement
of gimbal 14 is measured or recorded as expansion (Dy) of
sand specimen 12, and any upward movement of gimbal 14 is
measured or recorded as plastic distortion (D) of sand speci-
men 12. A lever system may be implemented to accurately
measure distortion of' sand specimen 12. As an example, when
plotted, expansion (downward movement of gimbal 14)
appears as an upward trend when plotted on a distortion
versus time curve, and plastic distortion (upward movement
of' gimbal 14) appears as a downward trend when plotted on a
distortion versus time curve. (FIG. 4.) For longitudinal axis
distortion, it is possible to differentiate between expansion
and plastic distortion based on the thermal distortion curve.
The total distortion (D) is the sum of expansion (D) and
plastic distortion (D), or

Dr=2vuDz+ZvuDp.

Radial expansion, pressure change, temperature changes,
temperature gradient changes or profile changes with time
may be plotted individually or concomitantly with the distor-
tion versus time curve.

After completion of the test procedure and thermal expo-
sure of sand specimen 12, sand specimen 12 is often intact,
thereby allowing determination of additional valuable infor-
mation from sand specimen 12, in addition to distortion prop-
erties. Such additional determinations or further evaluations
may include a visual analysis of sand specimen 12 for cracks
(which in an operational metal-casting process, could result
in veining of the molded parts), measurement of final sand
specimen weight (which provides information relating to, for
example, pyrolysis of binder bridges and the amount of loose
unbounded sand generated), and measurement of the retained
strength of sand specimen 12.

Thermal distortion testing of sand can be undertaken in
addition to various other tests to predict the behavior of a
mold or core made using the same composition as sand speci-
men 12. For example, sand specimens can be prepared and
then subjected to disc transverse strength testing, scratch
hardness testing, erosion testing, jolt testing, and thermal
distortion testing to obtain information about the likely
behavior of a mold or core made using the sand specimen 12
composition.

In one example, disc sand specimens 12 were prepared
using silica sand (Illinois AFS/gfn 50, rounded and neutral
pH) and binders, using a laboratory sand mixer and a jig and
fixture for 5-cm diameter by 0.80-cm thick disc-shaped speci-
men 12. The binder to sand ratio was one which was specified
for testing, typically based on a percentage of weight. The
sand and binder were mixed for two minutes. Test sand speci-
mens 12 were prepared by blowing the sand-binder mixture at
552 KPa air pressure from a core-shooter into the disc-shaped
specimen jig and fixtures. The disc-shaped specimen and jig
have removable plates, so that sand specimens 12 were easily
removed without deformation, and were placed on a flat sur-
face to complete the hardening process.

A disc sand specimen 12 was then transverse strength
tested using a Tinius Olsen testing machine equipped with
disc-shaped specimen holder and blade for performing the
test. Sand specimen 12 was fitted into a specimen holder on
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the testing machine and supported on its ends. Sand specimen
12 was then subjected to a transverse force by applying the
load with a 3-mm thick blade across its diameter, with loading
at a constant load rate of 0.25 cm/min. A load-cell electroni-
cally sensed and responded to sand specimen 12 failure. The
maximum load at failure was measured and digitally dis-
played by the testing device.

Disc sand specimen 12 was also tested using a scratch
hardness tester, according to standard AFS scratch hardness
test 318-87-S.

A disc sand specimen 12 was then tested using thermal
distortion tester 10, while this set of tests should not be
considered limiting. Hot surface 18 was heated to 760° C. to
simulate use of molten aluminum. Sand specimen 12 was
inserted into gimbal 14, and lowered until a direct symmetri-
cal contact was made with hot surface 18, having a 2.00-cm
diameter. Sand specimen 12 was held in contact with hot
surface 18 under a predetermined load of 5 Newtons (N) to
simulate hydrostatic force pressing against a core or mold,
applied to the circumference of specimen 12 by edge 22 of
gimbal 14. The data acquisition system of TDT 10 measures,
records and plots distortion, radial expansion and thermal
gradient changes versus time.

Thus, an embodiment of the invention is directed to a
thermal distortion tester 10, comprising a gimbal 14 to sup-
port a sand specimen 12; a hot surface 18, capable of provid-
ing a pre-determined temperature or temperature profile; an
actuator 16, wherein the actuator 16 is operatively connected
to the gimbal 14 to raise the gimbal 14 such that the sand
specimen 12 supported thereon comes into contact with the
hot surface 18, and wherein the actuator 16 is capable of
applying a pre-determined load or load profile to the sand
specimen 12. Additional embodiments include the capability
to apply a pre-determined temperature or temperature profile
using the hot plate, temperature sensors to measure the tem-
perature gradient of the sand specimen 12 during the test,
sample distortion measurement sensors, a control and data
collection device, and a method of testing the thermal distor-
tion of a sand specimen 12.

The thermal distortion tester 10 described herein provides
advantages for use in foundry operations, as the variable load
and temperatures applied to the sand specimen 12, as well as
the ability to test sand specimens 12 of varying thickness,
allow the test to more accurately predict how a mold or core
made from the same materials as the sand specimen 12 will
perform under real world conditions, including filling of a
large mold and the use of the mold for various materials with
differing melt points. Continuous direct measurement of the
distortion of the sand specimen 12 and the temperature gra-
dient experienced by the sand specimen 12 provide additional
useful data in predicting the performance of a mold or core.
The TDT 10 is also portable and robust, allowing it to be used
on-site in foundry locations.

In the foregoing specification, specific embodiments of the
present invention have been described. However, one of ordi-
nary skill in the art appreciates that various modifications and
changes can be made without departing from the scope of the
present invention as set forth in the claims below. Accord-
ingly, the specification and figures are to be regarded in an
illustrative rather than a restrictive sense, and all such modi-
fications are intended to be included within the scope of
present invention. The benefits, advantages, solutions to
problems, and any element(s) that may cause any benefit,
advantage, or solution to occur or become more pronounced
are not to be construed as a critical, required, or essential
features or elements of any or all the claims. The invention is
defined solely by the appended claims including any amend-
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ments made during the pendency of this application and all
equivalents of those claims as issued.

The invention claimed is:
1. A thermal distortion tester, comprising:
a gimbal which has a top surface that is adapted to support
a sand specimen;

a hot surface which is disposed above the gimbal; and

an actuator, wherein the actuator is operatively connected
to the gimbal to raise the gimbal until the sand specimen
supportable thereon contacts the hot surface, and
wherein the actuator is adapted to apply a variable
upwardly directed force to press the sand specimen
against the hot surface.

2. The thermal distortion tester of claim 1, wherein the
variable upwardly directed force is capable of being varied
over the duration of a test.

3. The thermal distortion tester of claim 1, wherein the hot
surface is adapted to have a temperature which is variable
during a single test.

4. The thermal distortion tester of claim 1, wherein the
actuator is further adapted to measure longitudinal distortion
of'the sand specimen while the actuator maintains a constant
pressure of the sand specimen against the hot surface.

5. The thermal distortion tester of claim 1, wherein the
actuator is further adapted to maintain a fixed position during
a test and measure the varying load created by the sand
specimen while it is in contact with the hot surface.

6. The thermal distortion tester of claim 1, further compris-
ing a raised edge around a circumference of the gimbal which
is adapted to support the sand specimen about a circumfer-
ence of the sand specimen.

7. The thermal distortion tester of claim 6, wherein the hot
surface and the top surface are generally round, and wherein
the diameter of the top surface is greater than the diameter of
the hot surface.

8. The thermal distortion tester of claim 7, wherein the
gimbal is pivotally coupled to the thermal distortion tester.

9. The thermal distortion tester of claim 1, further compris-
ing:

an IR sensor adapted to continuously measure a tempera-

ture gradient formed in the sand specimen upon contact
with the hot surface.

10. A method of testing thermal distortion of a sand speci-
men, comprising the steps of:

supporting a sand specimen;

bringing the sand specimen into contact with a hot surface,

wherein the hot surface is set to a pre-determined tem-
perature profile;

applying a pre-determined load to the sand specimen, to

press it against the hot surface; and

measuring the distortion of the sand specimen while the

pre-determined load is applied thereto.

11. The method of testing the thermal distortion of a sand
specimen of claim 10, wherein the longitudinal distortion of
the sand specimen is directly measured by an actuator.

12. The method of testing the thermal distortion of a sand
specimen of claim 11, wherein radial distortion of the sand
specimen is measured optically.

13. The method of testing the thermal distortion of a sand
specimen of claim 10, wherein the pre-determined tempera-
ture profile simulates the temperature of a molten metal dur-
ing casting.

14. The method of testing the thermal distortion of a sand
specimen of claim 10, wherein the pre-determined load simu-
lates the pressure of a molten metal against a mold during
casting.



US 9,121,803 B2

7

15. A method of testing thermal distortion of a sand speci-
men, comprising the steps of:

supporting a sand specimen;

bringing the sand specimen into contact with a hot surface;

applying a pre-determined load to the sand specimen, to

press it against the hot surface; and

varying the load applied to the sand specimen during the

test.

16. The method of testing thermal distortion of a sand
specimen of claim 15, wherein the load is selected to simulate
the pressure of molten metal during casting.

17. The method of testing the thermal distortion of a sand
specimen of claim 15, wherein the hot surface is maintained
at a pre-determined temperature profile, and wherein the pre-
determined temperature profile simulates the temperature ofa
molten metal during casting.

18. The method of testing the thermal distortion of a sand
specimen of claim 15, further comprising the step of:
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measuring longitudinal distortion in a direction perpen-
dicular to the hot surface while the pre-determined load
is applied to the sand specimen.

19. The method of testing the thermal distortion of a sand
specimen of claim 15, further comprising the step of measur-
ing a temperature gradient formed longitudinally in the sand
specimen by the contact with the hot surface.

20. The method of testing the thermal distortion of a sand
specimen of claim 15, further comprising the steps of:

measuring the distortion of the sand specimen to obtain a

first measurement;

measuring elapsed time of a test to obtain a second mea-

surement; and

plotting a graph of'the first measurement with respect to the

second measurement.
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